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Corrigé et baréme — Was / were — le prétérit de be

Le passé du verbe be & ses emplois : était, étaient, il y avait

Durée : 55 min — Sans document — Sur 20 points - Anglais 5¢

Exercice 1 — Compréhension : le rapport du gardien (4 pts)
a) At 10 p.m., there were two open windows in the Egyptian room. (1)
b) At 11 p.m., there was a wet umbrella on the floor (and one light was on). (1)
¢) There wasn’t anybody / Nobody was in the Egyptian room. (1)
d) Were there any cups in the café? — Yes, there were (three). (1)

Repére — un rapport au passé se rédige avec there was / there were : le nom qui suit (singulier ou pluriel)
commande la forme.

Exercice 2 — Was ou were ? (4 pts)
a) The twins were...Iwas... (1)
b) Everybody was. .. the teacher was. .. (1)
c) You were... (1)
d) There was. .. the neighbours were. .. (1)

Le point clé — was pour un sujet singulier (y compris everybody), were pour un pluriel et pour you, méme
seul.

Exercice 3 — Négation, question, réponse courte (4 pts)
a) The bus wasn’t on time. (1)
b) Were your grandparents farmers? (1)
c¢) No, it wasn’t. (1)
d) What time was the match? (1)

Attention — ben’a jamais besoin de did : négation avec not, question par inversion, réponse courte avec
was / were seuls.

Exercice 4 — Chasse aux erreurs (4 pts)
a) Was she at the party? (1)
b) We were very hungry. .. (1)
c) There was a big storm. .. (1)
d) I'age se dit avec be, pas have — I was fourteen. (1)

Erreur fréquente — les « avoir » francais (age, faim, froid, raison, peur) et le « faire » de la météo se
traduisent tous par was / were.
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Exercice 5 — Expression guidée : hier soir 24 20 h (4 pts)

a) Ex.:I was at my cousins’ flat and my aunt was there too. (1)

b) Ex.:It was rainy and I was a bit tired. (1)

c¢) Ex.: There was a big pizza and there were some board games. (1)
d) Ex.:I was playing cards. What were you doing at eight? (1)

Astuce — pour raconter un moment passé, enchaine lieu, état, décor (there was / were) et action en cours
(was + -ing).



