
FICHE DE RÉVISION · ANGLAIS

Le present perfect continu
Classe de 3e

L'essentiel sur une page

Dire qu'une activité dure depuis un moment ou vient de s'arrêter : have / has been + V-ing, avec for, since et how long.

1 Sens
Activité commencée dans le passé qui continue
maintenant : I've been waiting for an hour.
Activité récente aux effets visibles : You've been
running! (tu es essoufflé)
Activité répétée ces derniers temps : They've been
arguing a lot lately.
Français : présent + « depuis » → anglais : present
perfect (continu).

2 Formation
have / has + been + V-ing ; been et -ing invariables ;
has avec he, she, it.
Contractions : I've been, she's been ('s = has).
Négation : haven't / hasn't been + V-ing. Question :
Have / Has + sujet + been + V-ing ? Réponse : Yes, it
has. / No, I haven't.
-ing : writing, running, swimming, lying, travelling.

3 For, since, how long
for + durée : for ten minutes, for three weeks, for ages.
since + point de départ : since 8 a.m., since 2021,
since Monday, since I was a child (+ prétérit).
How long have you been…? = depuis combien de
temps.
ago → prétérit (I started two years ago). Autres
marqueurs : all day, all week, lately, recently, so far.

4 Continu ou simple ?

Continu (durée, activité) Simple (résultat, bilan)

I've been reading for two
hours.

I've read three chapters.

She's been painting the fence.
(encore en cours / traces)

She's painted the fence.
(fini)

how long, for, since, all day nombre, quantité, ever,
already, yet, twice

5 Verbes d'état
Jamais en -ing : know, like, love, hate, want, need,
believe, understand, own, belong, seem, mean.
I have known her for years (pas have been knowing).
have = posséder (état) : I've had this bike for a year ;
have lunch / fun = action : we've been having fun.
live, work, study, wait : simple ou continu avec for /
since.

6 Pièges
I wait since one hour → I've been waiting for an hour.
since three days → for three days ; for 2020 → since
2020.
have being → have been ; has been play → has been
playing.
I've been reading two books → I've read two books
(quantité).
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Present perfect continu = have / has + been + V-ing :
une activité qui dure jusqu'à maintenant.

—

For + durée, since + point de départ, how long pour
poser la question.

—

Continu = durée et activité ; simple = résultat,
quantité et bilan.

—

Les verbes d'état (know, want, own…) restent au
present perfect simple.

—

« Depuis » en français = present perfect en anglais,
jamais le présent.

—


